212                      A MODEST PROPOSAL

a native of the island Formosa, who came from thence to
London, above twenty years ago, and in conversation told
my friend, that m his country when any young person hap-
pened to be put to death, the executioner sold the carcass
to persons of quality, as a prime dainty, and that, m his
time, the body of a plump girl of fifteen, who was crucified
for an attempt to poison the emperor, was sold to his Im-
perial Majesty's Prime Minister of State, and other great
Mandarins of the Court, m joints from the gibbet, at four
hundred crowns Neither indeed can I deny, that if the
same use were made of several plump young girls in this
town, who, without one single groat to their fortunes, can-
not stir abroad without a chair, and appear at the playhouse,
and assemblies in foreign fineries, which they never will pay
for, the kingdom would not be the worse

Some persons of a desponding spirit are m great concern
about that vast number of poor people, who are aged, dis-
eased, or maimed, and I have been desired to employ my
thoughts what course may be taken, to ease the nation of
so grievous an encumbrance. But I am not in the least
pain upon that matter, because it is very well known, that
they are every day dying, and rotting, by cold, and famine,
and filth, and vermin, as fast as can be reasonably expected.
And as to the younger labourers they are now in almost as
hopeful a condition They cannot get work, and conse-
quently pine away for want of nourishment, to a degree,

dearer than other raie and delicious meat We buy it of the executioner,
for the bodies of all public capital offenders aie his fees As soon as the
criminal is dead, he cuts the body in pieces, squeezes out the blood, and
makes his house a shambles for the flesh of men and women, where all
people that can afford it come and buy I remember, about ten years
ago, a tall, well-complexioned, pretty fat virgin., about nineteen years
of age, and tire-woman to the queen, was found guilty of high treason,
for designing to poison the king; and accordingly she was condemned
to suffer the most cruel death that could be invented, and her sentence
was, to be nailed to a cross, and kept alive as long as possible. The
sentence was put in execution; when she fainted with the ciuel tomient,
the hangman gave her stiong liquors, &c to revive her; the sixth day
she died. Her long sufferings, youth, and good constitution, made her
flesh so tender, delicious, and valuable, that the executionei sold it for
above eight tallies; for there was such thronging to this inhuman
market, that men of great fashion thought themselves fortunate if they
could purchase a pound or two of it " Lond. 1705, p. 112. [S.]